
ECDC: Epidemic intelligence and risk 
assessment at your service –
how can Travel Medicine benefit? 
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The European Union

EU Council – EU Member States

28 EU Member States
503 million habitants
24 official languages

• A decentralised Agency of the European Union

• Established in 2005 

• Based in Sweden, Stockholm

• Budget 2016: EUR 58.2M 

• Staff: 286

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control - key facts
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ECDC mandate

To identify, assess and communicate current and emerging 
threats to human health from communicable diseases or of 
unknown origin 

No risk management!



Core functions of ECDC

• Disease surveillance

• Epidemic intelligence
• Risk assessment
• Scientific advice and 

guidance

• Response support

• Preparedness and capacity 
strengthening

• Training

• Communication

Indicator-based surveillance Event-based surveillanceSignal
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Epidemic Intelligence daily and weekly outputs

Round Table Report Communicable Disease Threat Report
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Other outputs

Epi update Rapid Risk Assessments Annual threat report

Critical events for preparedness

Mass gathering

Support to travel medicine
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Other outputs

Tool customisation
Specific outputs 
(e.g. rumours) Timeline
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• Number of emails/day (Active & Passive mailbox): ~ 100
• Number of webpages opened/day: ~ 1 000
• Number of articles screened/day: ~ 3 000
• Requests or comments from MS/day: 1-2
• Global Health Security Alliance Group (GHSAG) specific screening and weekly teleconference 

Epidemic Intelligence activities at ECDC

Number of events detected meeting early 
warning and response criteria in 2017

In 2017, ECDC opened and monitored 69 new 
threats, in addition to the 18 threats that were 
carried over from  previous years
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Social media 

Yellow fever in Portuguese Wikipedia 
showing a peak in searches right after 
new cases appear in Sao Paolo
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Support to stakeholders

Examples of requests in December 2017
• Dengue in Egypt (Member State)
• Malaria in Tripoli, Libya (European Commission)
• Cholera (ECHO)
• Plague in Madagascar (ECHO)
• Viral haemorrhagic fever in Africa (ECHO)
• Zika (Member State)

Plague - Madagascar

Cholera - Africa
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Daily support to Disease Programs at ECDC

• Vaccine Preventable Diseases: monthly updates on 
measles and rubella

• Emerging and Vector borne Diseases: zika, yellow fever, 
chikungunya, West Nile fever, dengue, plague, Vibrio 

• Anti Microbial Resistance: media monitoring
• Influenza and Other Respiratory viruses: MERS, avian 

influenza
• Food and Waterborne Diseases: Hepatitis A, S. Agona
• Communications: questions from journalists, news items

Support to stakeholders 
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Training

• EPIET/EUPHEM two day hands-on exercise once a year, one week of RRA
• ESCMIID - training on EI and RA methodology at ECDC summer schools
• EU MS – recent visit from Germany 
• Non-EU MS (with international relations) – group trainings – Israel, Morocco 
• WHO – joint EI and RA trainings
• ECDC visitors, over ten presentations per year to visiting groups of students 

and professionals
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NGO

European institutions International 
organisations

Member States PH agencies

Enlargement and 
neighbouring countries
Serbia, Albania, Ukraine…

European agencies

- Commission 
- Parliament
- Council

Scientific community

Our collaboration

Other PH agencies

Travel medicine
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Support to mass gathering 

Setting-up criteria
Setting-up tools

Monitoring and reporting

Collaboration with WHO, country of the event and EU public health institutions
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2018
 Olympics and Paralympics in South Korea
 FIFA in Russia
 Hajj in Saudi Arabia
 Summer festivals in EU



Detecting Legionella
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Detecting Legionella
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Monitoring Cholera

ECDC monitoring Vibrio growth in the Baltic Sea for 
the summer season
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Following Yellow Fever outbreak in Brazil

GeoSentinel network 
alerts for imported cases

18



ECDC works best with partners –
ECDC needs travel medicine in order to timely detect events 

affecting the European travellers

Thank you for sharing information with ECDC

support@ecdc.europa.eu
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